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International Day of Peace 2015

Marlborough House Monday 21 September 2015

Members of the Commonwealth Youth Orchestra and
Members of the Commonwealth Children’s Choir
Marked and Celebrated International Day of Peace 2015 by
Launching a major new initiative
“Commonwealth Community Heritage”
Convening the Constituency of the Commonwealth on a Path to Peace

Commonwealth Children’s Choir performing the Commonwealth Anthem
with members of the Commonwealth Youth Orchestra

www.commonwealth-youth-orchestra.org


http://www.commonwealth-youth-orchestra.org/

Deputy Secretary - General Gary Dunn gave the Welcome Remarks

TN A TR o= —




Members of the Commonwealth Youth Orchestra
Conducted by Maestro Paul Carroll
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Mr Robbie Lyle, President, Friends of the Commonwealth Youth Orchestra &

Choir, made some remarks on the importance of the “soft power” of music
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Maestro Paul Carroll introduced the world-premiere of the Songs which he
wrote and dedicated to HE The President of Malta following her attendance
~at the Commonwealth Gala Event at Marlborough House in March 2015
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Maltese Soprano performed the world-premiere of Songs
composed by Maestro Paulo Carroll for HE The President of Malta

Maestro Paul Carroll introduces “The Castle of Mey”




Professor David Rowland, Chairman of the Trustees of the Commonwealth

Youth Orchestra and Choir launched “Commonwealth Community Heritage”
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Deputy Secretary-General and Maestro Paul Carroll reflect on
the importance of the “soft power” of music in the Commonwealth
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Professor David Rowland Speech for the Launch of
“Commonwealth Community Heritage”,
Convening the Constituency of the Commonwealth on a Path to Peace

Good evening, Your Excellences, Your Highness, Lords, Ladies and honoured guests, | am
Professor David Rowland Chairman of the Trustees of the Commonwealth Youth Orchestra
and Choir, the Commonwealth Children’s Orchestra and Choir, the Commonwealth
Symphony Orchestra and the Commonwealth Music Partnership, Music for Development and
Peace.

| would like to say a few words about a major new initiative which we are launching here
tonight.

The mission of the Commonwealth Orchestras and Choirs is to use music as a means of
international dialogue, knowing no boundaries.

We deliver this mission through a three-point plan: Engage - Educate — Empower

The Commonwealth Youth Orchestra and Choir has been given the unanimous and unique
endorsement of all 53 Commonwealth Heads of Government at their meeting in Perth,
Western Australia and this unanimous support was published in the Final Communique of the
Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting 2011.

In 2012 we were honoured by Her Majesty The Queen, Head of the Commonwealth, who
became Diamond Jubilee Patron of the Commonwealth Youth Orchestra & Choir to mark Her
Majesty’s 60 years as Head of the Commonwealth.

As part of its contribution to the legacy of The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, the Commonwealth
Orchestras and Choirs established the Commonwealth Music Partnership — Music for Peace
and Development. This unique partnership is linking up all the music organisations of all
music genres, in the 53 countries of the Commonwealth, to create fully-funded opportunities
for unique collaboration using music as a means of international dialogue, knowing no
boundaries. We already have thousands of Commonwealth Music Partners and by 2020 we
aim to have 1 million.

The two words which are fundamental to all that we do is “engage” and “diversity” — both
of which we deploy at grass-roots level.

These two powerful words “engage” and “diversity”, are our governing benchmark.

The 21st century Commonwealth, is an organic international organisation, 66 years old this
year, where 53 independent countries across 6 regions, come together voluntarily to form an
unique international partnership and where, unlike any other international group, each
country is on an equal footing - regardless of the size of the national population, the national
wealth or the physical size of its land.



The Commonwealth provides an unique opportunity for international, inter--organisation
support and collaboration, and an unique international network of 53 countries.

The Commonwealth gives us an opportunity to deliver unique opportunities of engagement
and to demonstrate mutual respect for diversity.

In the words of the late President Nelson Mandela: “The Commonwealth makes the world
safe for diversity”.

We are in the business of delivering new opportunities through engagement and of
celebrating diversity. For many years we have been totally committed to demonstrating the
powerful results of this diverse engagement and to giving positive global visibility to the
achievements and future opportunities of the 21st century Commonwealth.

So today, | am delighted to announce our new initiative: “Commonwealth Community
Heritage, Convening the Constituency of the Commonwealth on a Path to Peace”.

The “Constituency of the Commonwealth” is its 2.2 billion citizens, half of whom are under
25, in 53 countries.

The aim of Commonwealth Community Heritage is to give an ever-expanding international
visibility to, and focus on, what is being achieved by Commonwealth citizens in each
Commonwealth country both generally and specifically, in the 4 areas of:

Politics — Diplomacy

Business - Enterprise

Education - Academia

Music - Creative Arts and Media
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This national and international visibility and focus will be delivered through the
Commonwealth Community Heritage live-streamed events and workshops, virtual Pan-
Commonwealth engagement and website display.

Commonwealth Community Heritage will:

J give visibility to what already exists in each country
. engage with what already exists in each country
. establish links between nationals in each country and its diaspora

The Commonwealth Community Heritage workshops will be starting this October 2015, and
there will be a Commonwealth Community Heritage Gala, live-streamed event, in
Commonwealth Week, March 2016.

The first Commonwealth Community Heritage Event will be held in exactly one year’s time,
on Wednesday 21 September 2016 - International Day of Peace.



A new website is being specifically created for Commonwealth Community Heritage and is
currently under construction.

The website will have cutting-edge connectivity, platforms for live-streaming and maximum
display for engagement.

In summary, Commonwealth Community Heritage will generate:
] A virtual Commonwealth space which is valuable for organisations to have
visibility and to engage in

J A model which produces trust and understanding and social cohesion

o A Commonwealth space which welcomes trade, investment and social
enterprise — creating value for nationals both at home and abroad

J 53 Commonwealth National Focus Events each year, all of which are live-
streamed
. Opportunities to shine a light on organisations in the Commonwealth who care

and invest in their community through “ethical, sustainable enterprise”

. Opportunities to focus on professional aspirational leaders and enterprise,
giving visibility to the featured country’s inward and outward opportunities for
nationals in the country and its diaspora, its inter-Commonwealth connections
and its place within the Commonwealth

As | said at the outset, the mission of the Commonwealth Orchestra and Choirs
is to use music as a means of international dialogue, knowing no boundaries.

Music and engagement underpins all that we do and this new initiative is going to take this
engagement to a completely new level, to achieve trans-national and trans-racial
understanding and to build respect for diversity on a path to peace.

I do hope that we can inspire you all here tonight to engage with us in this ground-breaking,
peace-building initiative which we are so pleased to be launching as part of our marking
and celebrating International Day of Peace 2015.

It just remains for me to thank most sincerely Deputy Secretary-General Mr Gary Dunn for so
kindly making the Welcome Remarks and also Mr Robbie Lyle, President of the Friends of the
Commonwealth Orchestras and Choirs, for having shared his reflections on the importance of
the “soft power” of music and the trans-national, trans-racial opportunities it presents across
the Commonwealth, by using music to convene the constituency of the Commonwealth on a
path to peace.

Thank you.



Commonwealth Community Heritage Workshops 2015 - 2016

The order of the Commonwealth countries in focus in the respective Commonwealth Community
Heritage Workshops is determined by the itinerary of the Commonwealth Games Glasgow 2014
Queen’s Baton Relay which started in India (host of the 2010 Commonwealth Games) on 11 October
2013. The Queen’s Baton travelled through all the Commonwealth Regions, from Asia, Pacifica,
Africa, Caribbean, Americas to Europe, and finishing nine months later in the United Kingdom, on
23 July 2014, at the Opening Ceremony of the Commonwealth Games Glasgow 2014.

From October 2013, the Commonwealth Youth Orchestra & Choir followed the Queen’s Baton Relay
and engaged with its Commonwealth Music Partners in each of the 53 Commonwealth countries
and its tour culminated in a massive Commonwealth Gala Concert in the Royal Concert Hall in
Glasgow on 23 June 2014, which was exactly one month before the Opening Ceremony of the
Commonwealth Games Glasgow 2014.

Starting in October 2015, the Commonwealth Community Heritage Workshops and Events, will be
following the same trans-Commonwealth itinerary every year going forward. In the first year there
will be 15 Commonwealth Community Heritage Workshops and Events, in the second year there
will be 30 Commonwealth Community Heritage Workshops and Events and by the third year and all
future years, there will be 53 Commonwealth Community Heritage Workshops and Events, one for
each Commonwealth country.

2015 -2016 Dates

October 7 CCH1 India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Maldives
October 21 CCH 2 Singapore, Malaysia, Brunei Darussalam
November 4 CCH3 Australia, Papua New Guinea

November 18 CCH4 Solomon Islands, Nauru, Tuvalu, Samoa, Kiribati
December 2 CCH5 New Zealand, Tonga, Fiji, Vanuatu

January 20 CCH®6 Sierra Leone, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon
February 3 CCH7 Rwanda, Uganda, Kenya

February 24 CCHS8 Tanzania, Seychelles, Mauritius, Mozambique
March 9 CCH9 Zambia, Malawi, Botswana, Namibia

March 23 CCH 10 South Africa, Lesotho, Swaziland

May 25 CCH11 Guyana, Trinidad & Tobago, Grenada, Barbados
June 8 CCH 12 St Vincent & The Grenadines, St Lucia, Dominica
June 15 CCH 13 St Kitts & Nevis, Jamaica, Antigua & Barbuda
June 22 CCH 14 The Bahamas, Belize, Canada

July 6 CCH 15 Cyprus, Malta, United Kingdom



COMMONWEALTH YOUTH ORCHESTRA & CHOIR

DIAMOND JUBILEE PATRON 2012
Her Majesty The Queen
Head of the Commonwealth

MUSIC PATRON
Maestro Zubin Mehta

PATRONS
Sir Shridath Ramphal, GCMG, ONZ, QC - Commonwealth Secretary-General 1975 - 1990
Chief Emeka Anyaoku, GCVO, CON - Commonwealth Secretary-General 1990 - 2000
The Rt. Hon. Sir Don McKinnon, GCVO, ONZ - Commonwealth Secretary-General 2000 - 2008

EMERITUS PRESIDENT
The Rt. Hon. the Lord Luce, KG, GCVO

EMERITUS VICE-PRESIDENT
Dame Kiri Te Kanawa, ONZ, DBE, AC

PRESIDENT
The Lord Marland of Odstock

PRESIDENT, FRIENDS OF THE COMMONWEALTH YOUTH ORCHESTRA & CHOIR
Mr Robbie Lyle

COMMONWEALTH HONORARY VICE-PRESIDENT
Mrs Mmasekgoa Masire-Mwamba — Commonwealth Deputy-Secretary General 2008 - 2014

HONORARY VICE - PRESIDENTS
HE Dr Carl BW Roberts, CMG - (past) High Commissioner for Antigua & Barbuda
HE The Hon. Alexander Downer AC - High Commissioner for Australia
HE Mr Eldred Bethel - High Commissioner for the Commonwealth of the Bahamas
HE Mr Hugh Anthony Arthur, OBE — (past) High Commissioner for Barbados
HE Ms Perla Perdomo - High Commissioner for Belize
HE Mr Aziyan Abdullah - High Commissioner of Brunei Darussalam
HE Mr Gordon Campbell - High Commissioner for Canada
HE Mr Euripides Evriviades - High Commissioner for Cyprus
HE Victor Emmanuel Smith - High Commission for the Republic of Ghana
HE Mr Joslyn Whiteman - High Commissioner for Grenada
HE Mr Laleshwar Singh, CCH - High Commissioner for Guyana
HE Ms Aloun Ndombet-Assamba - High Commissioner for Jamaica
Mr Michael Walsh - Honorary Consul for the Republic of Kiribati
HE Felleng Makeka - High Commissioner for Lesotho
HE Mr Bernard Sande — (past) High Commissioner for Malawi
HE Dr Farah Faizal — (past) High Commissioner for the Republic of the Maldives
HE Mr Norman Hamilton - High Commissioner for Malta



HE Mr Abhimanu Kundasamy - High Commissioner for Mauritius
HE Mr Carlos Dos Santos - High Commissioner for Mozambique
HE Mr Steve Katjiuanjo - High Commissioner for the Republic of Namibia
Mr Martin Weston - Honorary Consul for the Republic of Nauru
HE Dr the Rt Hon Sir Lockwood Smith KNZM PhD - High Commissioner for New Zealand
HE Dr Dalhatu Sarki Tafida, OFR - High Commissioner for Nigeria
HE Ms Winnie Anna Kiap - High Commissioner for Papua New Guinea
HE Mr Williams Nkurunziza - High Commissioner for Rwanda
HE Mr Kevin Monroe Isaac - High Commissioner of St Christopher & Nevis
HE Dr Ernest Hilaire - High Commissioner for Saint Lucia
HE Mrs Marie-Pierre Lloyd - High Commissioner for the Republic of Seychelles
HE Ms Foo Chi Hsia - High Commissioner for the Republic of Singapore
HE Mr Obed Mlaba - High Commissioner for the Republic of South Africa
HE Dr Chanaka Talpahewa - Acting High Commissioner, Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka
HE Mrs Dumsile T. Sukati - High Commissioner for the Kingdom of Swaziland
HE Mr S Sonata Tupuo - Acting High Commissioner for Tonga
HE Mr Garvin Edward Timothy Nicholas — (past) High Commissioner for Trinidad & Tobago
HE Mrs Menna Rawlings, CMG - British High Commissioner to Australia
HE Mr Robert Gibson, CMG - British High Commissioner to Bangladesh
HE Mrs Victoria Dean - British High Commissioner to Barbados & the Eastern Caribbean
HE Mr Peter Hughes OBE - British High Commissioner to Belize
HE Mr Nick Pyle, OBE, MBE - British High Commissioner to Botswana
HE Mr David Campbell - British High Commissioner to Brunei
HE Mr Brian Olley - British High Commissioner to Cameroon
HE Mr Howard Drake - British High Commissioner to Canada
HE Mr D. R. Todd - British High Commissioner for Cyprus
HE Mr Peter Jones - British High Commissioner to Ghana
HE Mr Greg Quinn — (past) British High Commissioner to Guyana
HE Mr David Fitton CMG - British High Commissioner to Jamaica & Bahamas
HE Dr Christian Turner, CMG - British High Commissioner to Kenya
HE Mr Martin Fidler - (past) Acting British High Commissioner Kiribati Tonga, Tuvalu
HE Mrs Vicki Treadell, CMG MVO - British High Commissioner to Malaysia
HE Mr James Dauris - British High Commissioner to the Maldives & Sri Lanka
HE Mr Rob Luke — British High Commissioner to Malta
HE Mr Jonathan Drew, MBE - British High Commissioner to Mauritius
HE Mr Shaun Cleary — (past) British High Commissioner to Mozambique
HE Ms Marianne Young — British High Commissioner to Namibia
HE Mr Jonathan Sinclair, LVO - British High Commissioner to New Zealand & Samoa
HE Dr Andrew Pocock, CMG — (past) British High Commissioner to Nigeria
HE Mr Philip Barton - British High Commissioner to Pakistan
HE Mr Simon Tonge - British High Commissioner to Papua New Guinea
HE Mr William Gelling, OBE - British High Commissioner to Rwanda
HE Ms Lindsay Skoll — (past) British High Commissioner to the Seychelles
HE Mr Scott Wightman, CMG - British High Commissioner to Singapore
HE Mr Dominic Meiklejohn, OBE - British High Commissioner to Solomon Islands, Vanuatu & Nauru
HE Mrs Judith Macgregor, CMG, LVO - British High Commissioner for South Africa, Lesotho and
The Kingdom of Swaziland
HE Ms Dianna Melrose - British High Commissioner to Tanzania
HE Mr Arthur Snell — (past) British High Commissioner to Trinidad & Tobago
HE Ms Alison Blackburne - British High Commissioner to Uganda
HE Mr James Thornton - British High Commissioner to Zambia



The Marquess of Salisbury, KCVO, PC, DL - Chairman, Thames Diamond Jubilee Foundation
The Rt. Hon. Baroness Amos - Director of SOAS, University of London
Lord Bilimoria CBE, DL - Founding Chairman, UK - India Business Council
The Rt. Hon. the Lord Patten of Barnes, CH - Chancellor, University of Oxford
The Rt. Hon. the Baroness Scotland of Asthal QC — Trustee, Queen Elizabeth Diamond Jubilee Trust
Dr Danny Sriskandarajah - Secretary-General, CIVICUS
Gregory Belton, CVO, KHS - Chairman, The Duke of Edinburgh's International Award
Professor John Wood, OBE - Secretary General, Association of Commonwealth Universities
Vijay Krishnarayan - Director, Commonwealth Foundation
Sir John Daniel — (past) President and CEO, Commonwealth of Learning
The Rt. Hon. Sir Alan Haselhurst, MP - (past) Chair, Commonwealth Parliamentary Association
Andrew Tuggey, DL - Secretary, Commonwealth Parliamentary Association, UK
Professor Tim Unwin - Secretary General, Commonwealth Telecommunications Organisation
The Rt. Hon. Lord Howell of Guildford - Chairman, Council of Commonwealth Societies
Dr Rosemary Preston - Executive Chair, Council for Education in the Commonwealth

Dame Mary Richardson - Chairman, English Speaking Union

Sir Ronald Sanders, KCMG - Senior Research Fellow at the Institute of Commonwealth Studies
Michael Lake, CBE- Director, Royal Commonwealth Society

Major General Roddy Porter, MBE- Director-General, Royal Over-Seas League
Kevin McGrath - Trustee, Victoria League

COMMONWEALTH YOUTH ORCHESTRA & CHOIR

DIRECTOR-GENERAL
Sally Shebe

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR & COMPOSER-IN-RESIDENCE
Maestro Paul Carroll
Email:commonwealth.cantata@btconnect.com

Telephone: + 44 20 7222 5777
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